
CHILTERN 
District Council 

 

 

Council Tax 
Single Person      

Discount 

 
 

A reduction in Council Tax 
for single adults and those 

who are disregarded  

 

Types of Disregard (continued) 
 

B Student Nurses - studying for their first inclusion 
on the nursing register. 

C Apprentices undertaking training leading to a 
qualification recognised by the National Council 
for Vocational Qualifications, who are earning a 
maximum of £160.00 per week. 

D Youth Training Trainees 

E Long Term Hospital patients 

F Patients in residential care homes, nursing 
homes, mental nursing homes or hostels      
providing a high level of care. 

G People who are severely mentally impaired. 
(subject to confirmation by a doctor) 

H Monks & Nuns - members of Religious       
Communities. 

I 18 year olds for whom Child Benefit is payable 

J Convicted and remand prisoners. 

K Care-workers employed by a public body or 
who belong to an organisation such as       
Community Service Volunteers. There income 
must not exceed £44 per week, employed for at 
least 24 hours per week. 

L People caring for someone with a disability who 
is not their spouse, partner or child   under 18. 
Care must be provided for at least 35 hours a 
week on average. 

M Members and dependants of members of an 
International Headquarters or Defence         
Organisation.  

N Members of visiting forces and their              
dependants who are neither British Citizens nor       
ordinarily resident in the United Kingdom. 

O Spouses or dependants of a student, who are 
not British Citizens and not allowed to take paid 
employment or claim benefits. 

P Diplomats or people who benefit from           
diplomatic Immunity. 

CONTACTING THE REVENUES & BENEFITS     
SERVICE 

If you need to contact the Revenues & Benefits    
Service in connection with your Housing Benefit / 
Council Tax Support, you can do so by: 

February 

2015 

CHILTERN 
District Council 

 

Council office hours: 
9.00 am — 5:00 pm Monday - Thursday  
9.00 am — 4:30pm Friday 

BY TELEPHONE 01494 - 732077 

BY LETTER OR VISIT 

Revenues & Benefits Service  
Chiltern District Council, King George V 
House, King George V Road,  
Amersham, HP6 5AW 

BY FAX 01494 - 586509 

BY E-MAIL benefits@chiltern.gov.uk 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 



What is a Single Person Discount? 
 

Your Council Tax bill is made up of two 
parts: 

 
 
Property element 50% 
 
 
                                            
Person element 50% 
 

A full Council Tax bill assumes at least two 
people are living at the property.  If there 
are more than two persons, the charge 
does not go up, but if only one person is 
considered living at the property, then the 
charge is reduced by 25%.  
 

If everyone in the property is disregarded 
then the full person charge is removed and 
the 50% property element is the only 
charge due. 
 

Please see ‘exemptions’ leaflet for details 
on the discounts available on the property 
charge. 
 

How do I qualify for a Single Person  
Discount? 
If you live alone and are the only person 
over the age of 18 at your property, then 
you should be entitled to a Single Person 
Discount. 
 

For example: Mr Barker has just moved 
into his new flat, he will be living there on 
his own, with his dog. He will get a 25% 
discount for as long as he is the only adult 
resident in the flat 
 

He will be able to get a 25% discount for as 
long as he is the only adult resident in the 
flat. 

Don’t forget your children  
 
Under the Council Tax legislation sons and 
daughters who are over 18 years old are  
counted for Council Tax purposes and   
therefore included in the number of adults in 
the property. This includes those who may 
be having a gap year and/or a returning from 
college/university. Unless they are            
disregarded for other reasons they will count 
as adults in your property and no discount 
will apply. 
 
If you are of pension age then you may be 
entitled to Second Adult Rebate, if you are 
the only person liable to pay Council Tax 
(i.e. no partner or joint owner/tenant), but 
have someone who lives with you and is on 
a low income. 
 
See the contact telephone numbers overleaf 
to make a claim.  

Types of Disregard 
 

A Students 
 Full time students attending a university,       
polytechnic or college course which lasts for at 
least one academic year,  involves at least 21 
hours of study per week during term time, for at 
least 24 weeks a year;  

 Students under the age of 20 studying for more 
than three months and at least 12 hours a week 
for any qualification up to A Level, ONC, or OND 
standard; 

 Student nurses studying academic courses at 
universities or polytechnics, or who are on    
Project 2000 courses; 

 Foreign language assistants registered with the  
Central Bureau for Educational Visits and      
Exchanges;  

Students who leave school after 30th April will 
remain in this category until 1st November of the 
same year. 

Certain people are not counted for the     
purposes of Council Tax, which are listed in 
the categories overleaf; if the number of 
people disregarded leave only one person 
liable for the charge they again qualify for a 
25%   reduction.  
 
My Partner works abroad or lives away 
because of his work. 
 
When establishing if you are entitled to a 
discount, someone does not have to live in 
the property seven days a week to be            
considered as having their Sole or Main res-
idence there. This is because everyone has 
a ‘SOLE or MAIN’ residence.  
 
Sole refers to having just one home, but 
where someone owns, rents or stays at 
more than one home, then only one of 
those can be considered their Main        res-
idence. It is always worth checking with the 
Revenues Section if you think you might be 
entitled to a discount. 
 
For example: Mr and Mrs Smith live        
together with their two children, Mr Smith 
works away in Germany and his employer 
provides accommodation for him during the 
week in Germany, his wife and children    
remain in the UK.  
 
While Mr Smith’s family remain in the UK 
and he is abroad for  work purposes, his 
main residence for Council Tax remains at 
the marital home and no discount would be  
applied. 


