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South Bucks District Transport Strategy
March 2010 

1. What is the purpose of this Document? 

This document sets out Buckinghamshire County Council’s (BCC) Transport Strategy for South 
Bucks District, in line with development requirements set out in the final South East Plan1 (SE 
Plan). 

The strategy is based around the overarching vision for transport set out in the County Council’s 
Second Local Transport Plan 2006/7-10/11 (LTP2) and conforms to current national and regional 
planning and policy guidance.   It is supported by evidence collated during the development of the 
LTP Area Action Plans, South Bucks District Council’s Local Development Framework (LDF) 
process, as well as the Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Rural Strategy 2008-2012.  

The current LTP does not cover the same period as the emerging LDF.  Furthermore the LTP was 
drafted in 2005, and so predates the development requirements which were set in the SE Plan. 
Hence the need for this strategy document, which has a long term vision covering the LDF 
timescale (to 2026).  The strategy will feed into, and its contents further developed during, the 
development of LTP3 covering the post 2010/11 period.  

The South Bucks District Transport Strategy will support and inform the District Council’s Local 
Development Framework (LDF) and will work in tandem with LTP3.  

The following sections outline the context for this document, both in terms of the current situation in 
South Bucks, as well as the current policy and planning context.  The document then describes 
transport issues and problems currently experienced in the District, before outlining the Council’s 
vision and objectives which this strategy is seeking to achieve.  Some District transport proposals 
of regional importance are then described, before some provisional local transport strategies are 
outlined which indicate how the District’s objectives will be achieved on the ground, taking account 
of the development requirements set for the District.  The final section then outlines how the 
Council intends to monitor delivery of this strategy. 

2. Strategy Context  

The South Bucks District Transport Strategy is not a stand-alone strategy but instead draws on a 
number of National, Regional and Local Planning and Transportation policy documents to ensure 
that the strategy guides the delivery of wider objectives.  It is closely aligned, in particular, with 
tackling land use planning, environmental and socio-economic issues and problems in the District. 

This chapter sets out the National, Regional and Local policies/plans that have influenced the 
development of the Transport Strategy for South Bucks District. 

In developing the strategy for the District, the County Council has also recognised the need to 
achieve a balance between accommodating national and regional influences and in meeting local 
needs. 

1May 2009. 
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2.1 National Transport Policy 

A New Deal for Transport, 1998 

The present context for South Bucks effectively stems from a fundamental review by the 
Department for Transport of the future policy direction for the nation’s transport systems. This was 
summarised in A New Deal for Transport (1998) which recognised the interaction of transport 
with land use planning, the economy and the environment as well as the overall impact on society 
in general. 

The objective of this White Paper was to set out the policies that could create a better, more 
integrated transport system to tackle the problems of congestion and pollution faced by the UK.  
The White paper recognised that if public transport is to provide an attractive alternative to the 
convenience of a car that it must operate as a network with integration between all types of 
transport modes. 

The Government’s key objectives central to this policy guidance document were: 
•	 to promote a strong economy and increase prosperity 
•	 to provide better protection for the environment 
•	 to develop a more inclusive society 

Furthermore the Department set out five key main criteria for developing and improving 
transportation: 

•	 Environmental Impact - to protect the built and natural environment 
•	 Safety - to improve safety 
•	 Economy - to support sustainable economic activity and get good value for money 
•	 Accessibility  - to improve access to facilities for those without a car and to reduce 


severance 

•	 Integration - to ensure that all decisions are taken in the context of the government’s 

integrated transport and land-use policy 

These five criteria also form the central objectives of the Department’s New Approach to Transport 
Appraisal (NATA) comprehensive methodology for developing, assessing and comparing the 
merits of major schemes across the country. Whilst the process is currently under review the 
outcomes are thought likely to be a series of minor changes rather than more fundamental 
changes in the overall direction of the underlying multi criteria appraisal technique. 

Transport Ten Year Plan (2000) 

In 2000 the government’s Transport Ten Year Plan set targets for congestion, public transport, 
road safety and air quality to be achieved by 2010. This set the scene for this period but has been 
largely superseded by The Future for Transport: a network for 2030 published in 2004 (see later).  

The ‘shared priority’ for transport 

The principle of a ‘shared priority’ for transport between local and national government was part of 
a wider set of 7 quality of life themes agreed between the Local Government Association and the 
(then) ODPM in 2002. This has informed subsequent development of a Local Strategic 
Partnership (see later section). The transport policy is defined as: 

“Meeting local transport needs more effectively through improved access to jobs and services, 
particularly for those most in need, in ways which are sustainable: improved public transport, 

reduced problems of congestion, pollution and safety” 
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Making the Connections: Final Report on Transport and Social Exclusion, 2003 

This report from the Social Exclusion Unit (SEU) in 2003 recognised that problems associated with 
transport and the location of key services are a significant form of social exclusion.  This is 
specifically relevant to South Bucks in terms of: 

• its ageing population  
• those who do not have access to a car. 
• small pockets of deprivation 

Improving accessibility to jobs and services is also the primary focus of the ‘shared priority’ for 
transport (see following section).  Consequently, accessibility has become central to transport 
planning and has underpinned work to develop the Transport Strategies for South Bucks District. 

The Future for Transport: a network for 2030 (2004) 

The Future for Transport: a network for 2030 recognised the vital role that transport plays in 
meeting wider objectives for the economy and in supporting an inclusive society.  A policy 
framework was set to manage growth in demand for transport, extending investment plans to 
2014-15 and looking to the challenges to be faced over the next 20-30 years. 

The approach outlined is based on 3 central themes: 

• sustained investment over the long term 
• improvements in transport management 
• planning ahead 

Underlying these themes is the need to balance the need to travel with the need to improve the 
quality of life, to seek solutions meeting economic, social and environmental goals and 
emphasising an overall need to deliver value for money. 

Traffic Management Act 2004  

The new emphasis on network optimisation and management to reduce the impact of congestion 
contained within the shared priority was further reinforced by the Traffic Management Act 2004 
which, for the first time, gave local traffic authorities a specific network management duty as below: 

“It is the duty of a local traffic authority to manage their road network with a view to achieving, so 
far as may be reasonably practicable having regard to their other obligations, policies and 
objectives, the following objectives: 
a) securing the expeditious movement of traffic on the authority’s road network 
b) facilitating the expeditious movement of traffic on road networks for which another authority is 
the traffic authority” 

The new duty is not limited only to present day operations but also requires authorities to give due 
regard to any matters of congestion arising from future traffic growth. In effect all traffic authorities 
are now required to look at any future congestion implications when decisions are made by 
themselves or others which impact on the effective management of networks which are their 
responsibility or the responsibility of adjacent authorities. It is clear for instance that any future 
changes in traffic resulting from new development permitted under planning powers fall directly 
within the remit of this new duty. As a result, this key piece of legislation, whilst primarily 
concerning day to day operational management, actually places a new level of importance on the 
development and delivery of appropriate future transport strategies to demonstrate future 
compliance with the duty.   
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Smarter Choices: Changing the Way We Travel 2005 

Smarter choices are techniques for influencing people's travel behaviour towards more sustainable 
options such as encouraging school, workplace and individualised travel planning. They also seek 
to improve public transport and marketing services such as travel awareness campaigns, setting 
up websites for car share schemes, supporting car clubs and encouraging teleworking.   

In a response to the growing interest in a range of initiatives, which are now widely described as 
'soft' transport policy measures the Government published Smarter Choices, Changing the Way 
We Travel to seek to provide better information and opportunities, aimed at helping people to 
choose to reduce their car use while enhancing the attractiveness of alternatives. They are a fairly 
new part of mainstream transport policy, mostly relatively uncontroversial, and often popular. It is 
considered that the provision of Smarter Choices could reduce peak hour traffic congestion by 
5%2. They include: 

• workplace travel plans; 
• school travel plans; 
• personalised travel planning; 
• public transport information and marketing; 
• travel awareness campaigns; 
• car clubs; 
• car sharing schemes; 
• teleworking; 
• teleconferencing, and 
• home shopping. 

The provision of smarter choices is an important aspect of the South Bucks Transport Strategy and 
will focus on building the Council’s existing successes in this area.   

Towards a Sustainable Transport System (TaSTS) 2008 

Towards a Sustainable Transport System (TaSTS) is the Government’s response to Sir Rod 
Eddington’s Transport Study (2006) regarding transport’s role in economic growth and productivity 
and the Stern Review (2006) on the Economics of Climate Change.  

The Eddington Transport Study suggested that long term transport policy should focus on: 

a) Growing and congested urban areas and their catchments; 
b) Key inter-urban corridors: 
c) Key international gateways that are experiencing increased congestion and unreliability  

Stern concluded that mitigation must be viewed as an investment and action must be taken to 
reduce emissions. In a transport and land-use context, Stern noted that greenhouse gas emissions 
can be cut through reducing demands for energy hungry goods and services, increasing efficiency 
of energy consumption and switching to lower carbon technologies. 

A key focus is on improving the performance of the existing transport network. This will be vital to 
the Government’s plans for a ‘step-change’ in housing supply that is supported by adequate 
infrastructure. In order to achieve this goal the Eddington Transport Study recommended a range 
of policies, including making the most efficient use of existing transport networks, targeted new 
infrastructure on congestion hotspots and the ability to adapt policies to accommodate for changing 
demands. 

Increasing travel demand leads to certain areas of the transport network being put under strain 
with high costs of continued congestion. As congestion is a key transport challenge and UK’s 

2 Smarter Choices (2005) pp363 
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transport network has the ‘right connections, in the right places’3, the key economic challenge will 
be to improve the performance and efficiency of the networks already in place. The Eddington 
study says that the long term focus of transport policy should be on growing and congested urban 
areas due to their economic significance and the presence of transport related challenges in these 
areas. 

Delivering a Sustainable Transport System (DaSTS), 2009 

Following TaSTS, Delivering a Sustainable Transport System (DaSTS) expands further on some of 
the challenges faced when trying to reach each of the five goals, reporting on the views of 
stakeholders during the consultation on TaSTS. DaSTS confirms that in order to support economic 
growth, the reliability and predictability of journey times must be improved to reduce lost productive 
time. The Government has set 5 clear goals which, as Eddington emphasised, take full account of 
transport’s wider impact on climate change, health, quality of life and the natural environment. The 
goals of a transport system is that it: 
•	 supports national economic competitiveness and growth, by delivering reliable and 

efficient transport networks 
•	 reduces transport’s emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, with the 

desired outcome of tackling climate change 
•	 contributes to better safety security and health and longer life-expectancy by reducing 

the risk of death, injury or illness arising from transport and by promoting travel modes that 
are beneficial to health 

•	 promotes greater equality of opportunity for all citizens, with the desired outcome of 
achieving a fairer society; 

•	 improves quality of life for transport users and non-transport users, and to promote a 
healthy natural environment 

One challenge faced is the need to support the delivery of housing, and in particular the public 
service agreement (PSA) to meet the target of increasing supply to 240,000 net additional 
dwellings per annum by 2016, whilst limiting any increase in congestion. 

Stakeholders suggested that in relation to the climate change goal, it was necessary to reduce the 
need to travel through spatial planning, maximise the impact of low carbon technologies, facilitate 
and provide information on lower carbon transport choices. 

Eddington noted that when additional housing is needed, new or improved transport connections 
may be required to support growth in an urban area. Transport and other infrastructure 
requirements must be planned together so that the benefits can be maximised.   

Greener alternatives must be provided and promoted along with good public transport provision, 
better urban design and reliable information for people to make an informed decision. Stern 
recommended that as part of the government’s policy framework, land use planning and 
performance standards should encourage private and public investment in buildings and other long 
term infrastructure to take account of climate change. 

The Government indicated that the focus of investment plans in the period to 2014 will be on the 
most congested and crowded routes and on public transport.  Eddington identified inter-urban 
gateways as priority links and said those with capacity constraints should be addressed.  
Considering Eddington’s advice that small local schemes often offer excellent value for money, 
DaSTS says that there will be support for local authority investment in transport. This will include 
investment in measures to “improve traffic-flow, promote buses, cycling and walking, enable 
effective road maintenance and enhance local travel networks.”4 

3 HMSO (2006): The Eddington Transport Study, p. 1. 
4 DfT (2007): Towards a Sustainable Transport System, p. 11. 
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In general DaSTS sets out a national policy shift for the future of transport that needs to be 
considered as part of this transport strategy.  Sustainability is at the forefront of central 
Government’s intentions and aims to promote and be aware of the wider impacts and benefits of 
transport, for example in terms of promoting the wider health benefits of walking and cycling.  
DaSTS draws particular attention to children and vulnerable groups and the provision of 
streetscapes that provide safe attractive environments for pedestrians and encouraging 
sustainable travel modes.  The impact of transport on climate change is also identified as a key 
issue as is that of effectively managing the existing transport network all of which are relevant to 
this transport strategy.  

2.2 National Planning Context 

In February 2003 the Government published “Sustainable Communities: Building for the 
Future” which included proposals for four major housing growth areas within South East England 
and including the Milton Keynes and South Midlands sub-area. This is of particular relevance to the 
future planning context of Buckinghamshire in terms of providing significant future housing and 
employment growth to 2026. 

National Planning Policy is effectively cascaded to the local level by a recently revised two tier 
system essentially made up of the two key parts of a development plan. Within South Bucks this is 
the Regional Spatial Strategy for the South East of England (also known as the South East 
Plan) that was prepared by the South East of England Regional Assembly (SEERA) and agreed by 
Government. The South East Plan effectively replaces the Buckinghamshire Structure Plan and is 
delivered through the Local Development Framework (LDF), both of which are outlined later in 
sections under Regional Policy and Guidance and The Local Planning Context. 

“Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Development” (2005) 

Planning Policy Statements (PPS) set out the Government’s national policies on different aspects 
of land use planning.  PPS1 sets out how sustainable development will be delivered through the 
planning system and should be taken into account in the preparation of Regional Spatial Strategies 
and Local Development Documents. 

PPS 1 notes that to create sustainable economic development planning authorities should: 
� Recognise the wider sub-regional, regional or national benefits of economic developments 

and consider these alongside any adverse local impacts. 
� Ensure that suitable locations are available for industrial, commercial, retail, public sector, 

tourism and leisure developments so that the economy can prosper. 
� Provide for improved productivity, choice and competition, particularly when technological 

and other requirements of modern business are changing rapidly. 
� Recognise that all local economies are subject to change; planning authorities should be 

sensitive to these changes and the implications for development and growth. 
� Actively promote and facilitate good quality development, which is sustainable and 

consistent with their plans. 
� Ensure the provision of sufficient, good quality, new homes in suitable locations. The aim 

should be to ensure that everyone has the opportunity of a decent home, in locations that 
reduce the need to travel. 

There is a need to ensure that new development is located where everyone can access services or 
facilities on foot, by bicycle or by public transport rather than having to rely on access by car.  
Planning should also actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest use of public transport.  
It is recognised that this may be more difficult in rural areas. 
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2.3 Regional Policy and Guidance 

The South East Plan was prepared by the Regional Planning Body (South East England Regional 
Assembly – SEERA) and, along with the Local Development Framework (see later section), 
becomes the statutory development plan which forms the basis for all planning decisions. 

The full South East Plan was submitted to the Government in March 2006 and was subject to an 
independent public examination from November 2006 to March 2007.  The Plan was modified 
following an independent panel report into the Examination in Public and a response from the 
Secretary of State in July 2008. The Plan was adopted in May 2009, replacing the current 
Buckinghamshire Structure Plan and sets the scale, priorities and broad location for growth to 
2026. 

The SE Plan highlighted the need to strengthen the Hub and Spoke transport network across 
South East England to support both economic and population growth.  

The South East Spatial Strategy has adopted a network of defined multi-modal but primarily public 
transport oriented “spokes” to identify key corridors of movement between “hubs” containing the 
main centres of urban and economic activity and modal interchange across the region (see Fig 
2.1). As such the concentration of transport and economic opportunity is intended to assist in 
providing foci for development.  

There are large amounts of growth anticipated in the hubs of Aylesbury, Milton Keynes, Slough, 
Reading, Oxford, and High Wycombe, as well as the major towns of Bicester, Northampton and 
Luton. 68,260 new dwellings are to be accommodated in Aylesbury Vale and Milton Keynes from 
2006-2026, with 55,200 dwellings to be accommodated in Oxfordshire and 61,180 in Berkshire 
(Final SE Plan Policy H1). 

South Bucks is located within the Western Corridor and Blackwater Valley sub-region.  However, 
relatively low levels of growth are anticipated in the District, compared to more urbanised areas 
such as Aylesbury and Slough.  South Bucks is required to provide 1,880 new dwellings in the 
period 2006-26, the lowest requirement of any District in the South East.  The South East Plan 
target is for 35% of all new dwellings in the region to be affordable housing (Policy H3).  

Regional Economic Strategy 

The regional economic strategy 2006-2016 (SEEDA) identifies eight ‘Diamonds for Investment and 
Growth’, all relating to relevant sub-regional strategy areas of the draft South East Plan, which can 
contribute to its vision of being by 2016 a world class region achieving sustainable prosperity. 

The South East Regional Economic Strategy 2006-2016 identifies the areas of Milton Keynes & 
Aylesbury Vale, Oxford/Central Oxfordshire, and Western Corridor and Blackwater Valley as 
‘Diamonds for Investment and Growth’ (Fig 2.2). SEEDA stresses that this is an economic rather 
than a land use concept and that the Diamonds are areas that have potential to stimulate 
prosperity with further growth being unlocked through targeted investment in infrastructure, 
however it is believed the concept of a ‘Diamond’ is consistent with the urban focus of the South 
East Spatial Strategy. 
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Regional Economic 
Strategy. Source: South 
East Plan. 

Within these diamonds it is the concentrations of people, employment, built assets, knowledge, 
transport, networking, creativity, leisure, culture and diversity which give the potential to stimulate 
prosperity across wider areas and be economic catalysts for the region.  The proximity of South 
Bucks to these areas should offer economic benefit to the District if links to them can be enhanced.  
Key to meeting the strategy’s smart growth objective will be reducing road congestion and pollution 
levels by improving travel choice, promoting public transport, managing demand and facilitating 
modal shift. 

2.4 Local Transport Policy 

Local Transport Plan 2006-11 

As a local transport authority the County Council is required under the Transport Act 2000 to 
produce a 5 year Local Transport Plan (LTP) .This is intended as a corporate strategy document 
and programme covering the full range of local authority transportation objectives and service 
provision. The nature of a transport strategy is such that the duration is long term, in the case of 
South Bucks to the year 2026, as the projects and attitudinal change involved are often long term 
by definition. In essence the LTP represents a 5 year slice of this longer term strategy to enable 
effective funding, monitoring and modification of direction as needed to achieve overall targets. 

Consequently, the LTP is a key document in setting out and promoting policy and strategy and in 
providing measures by which success may be judged. The County’s first Plan - LTP1 – covered 
the five year period to 2005/06 with the current LTP2 covering the five years to 2010/11.The latter 
document in particular has been instrumental in the development of this overall strategy document.  

Overall, BCC’s 20 year vision for transport is defined in LTP2 as: 

“To secure the strategic and local transport infrastructure and services to sustainably 
 develop the local economy, to facilitate population growth and improve accessibility  
and social inclusion whilst balancing free, safe and efficient movement of people and 
goods with protection of the environment” 
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with the five transport priorities given as: 

•	 Enhancing accessibility 
•	 Tackling congestion 
•	 Improving the environment 
•	 Improving road safety 
•	 Managing and maintaining the transport asset 

The first four reflect the “shared priority for transport” whilst the fifth responds to the needs and 
aspirations of people who live, work and travel in the county.  

Supporting the overall aim for the County and taking account of the aims, objectives and 
aspirations of the County’s Community Strategy, Corporate Plan and the regional and sub-regional 
strategies, the County Council identified four cross cutting themes for public service, economic, 
environmental and social development, and these are as follows: 

•	 Transport, growth and the economy 
•	 Transport, customer priorities and meeting personal access needs 
•	 Transport and the environment 
•	 Transport and the development of safe, strong and healthy communities 

The figure below illustrates how these four themes which run through the LTP have been 
developed and how they relate to the broad policy context.  

Developing the vision for transport for transport (source: Fig V4 LTP2) 

The Local Planning Context 
As noted in section 2.31 the Local Planning system is part of a two tier system which cascades 
National Planning Policy to the local level. Within South Bucks this involves: 

�	 Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS): Known as the South East Plan and prepared by the 
South East England Regional Assembly (SEERA) and agreed by government to set out the 
broad development strategy for the region outlined earlier in this section. 
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�	 Local Development Frameworks (LDFs): these are prepared by the local planning 

authorities such as South Bucks District Council and consist of a series of Local 

Development Documents outlining the spatial planning strategy for their local area.  


Buckinghamshire Sustainable Community Strategy 

The Buckinghamshire Sustainable Community Strategy 2009-26 provides the framework for joint 
action by the public, private and voluntary organisations in the county. Linked to the 
Buckinghamshire Sustainable Community Strategy are four district strategies which reflect issues 
of importance at a more local level. 

Within the Sustainable Community Strategy the vision for South Bucks includes: “South Bucks in 
2026 will be an attractive District in which to live and work with high living standards. It will provide 
an environment which meets the needs of its local communities in a sustainable manner, balancing 
environmental, social and economic needs….New housing will be built in the most sustainable 
locations, such as Beaconsfield and Gerrard’s Cross…..Infrastructure will be provided to address 
local gaps and improved management of the transport networks will ease congestion, roads will be 
safer and public transport will be well used. ” (2005:12). 

The key delivery mechanism for the county wide vision is the Local Area Agreement for 
Buckinghamshire which sets out the priorities for our local area for three years as agreed between 
central government and the local authorities.   

The Sustainable Community Strategy is structured around five themes which reflect the views and 
needs of residents in communities across Buckinghamshire. The themes are: 
•	 Thriving Economy 
•	 Sustainable Environment 
•	 Safe Communities 
•	 Health and Wellbeing 
• Cohesive and Strong Communities 

Transport issues can be seen to cut across all of the themes, and cannot be treated in isolation 
given its contribution to different elements of all the themes. 

The current LAA covers 2008-2011 and is led by BCC and other key partners from the 
Buckinghamshire Strategic Partnership.  Within the current LAA there are 2 specific national 
transport indicators, NI175 and NI198, but transportation also impacts on others such as NI56 and 
NI185. NI175 is concerned with the improvement of access to services and facilities by public 
transport, walking and cycling.  NI198 is concerned the mode of transport used by children 
travelling to school, with a view to reducing travel by car and increasing the proportion walking, 
cycling and using public transport.  Work contributing to NI198 could also indirectly impact 
positively on NI56 which monitors obesity in primary school aged children.  NI185 records the 
amount of CO2 reductions made from Local Authority operations. 

Buckinghamshire County Council Corporate Plan 

The corporate plan outlines in more detail the work of the County Council and how it supports the 
sustainable community strategy and local area agreement with other partner organisations, as well 
as how a range of individual services are delivered for the people of Buckinghamshire.  The current 
corporate plan covers 2005-2009 and is shaped around the following seven aims: 

• Involve, represent and serve all who live or work in Buckinghamshire 
• Provide efficient and effective services 
• Give children and young people the best possible life chances 
• Improve the quality of life for adults 
• Provide support to help families cope with their responsibilities 
• Build with you safer, stronger and healthier communities 
• Maintain a vibrant economy whilst protecting the environment 
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The council’s transport policies, strategies and service delivery support all seven of these aims. 

Local Transport Plan 2006/7-2010/11 

One of the corporate plan objectives is for the delivery of the Council’s Local Transport Plan for 
Buckinghamshire, and the LTP contains transportation actions and targets which contribute to the 
Council’s corporate plan aims.  Although covering a five year period the LTP is concerned with the 
delivery of longer term aspirations and sets out a vision for their development over the next 20 
years to 2026. The LTP is structured around five strategies which will contribute to the delivery of 
the 20 year vision. 

Local Transport Plan 2011/2012 – 2026/2027 

LTP 3 is currently being developed and will take account of the 5 main DaSTS goals as well as any 
more local priorities such as those stated in the LAA.  

South Bucks Local Development Framework 2011-26 

South Bucks District Council is preparing its Local Development Framework (LDF), a suite of 
documents that together will provide the context for future planning in the District.  At the heart of 
the LDF is the Core Strategy, which sets out a vision for future planning in South Bucks to 2026, 
along with strategic objectives and core policies to deliver the vision.  The Council published its 
Core Strategy Emerging Approach in March 2009 for consultation.  The South Bucks Core 
Strategy is expected to be submitted for its examination in 2010 and adopted in early 2011.  

3. Vision and Strategic Objectives 

To guide the South Bucks Transport Strategy it is vital to have a workable vision supported by 
suitable and achievable objectives which act to strengthen and support the strategy 

In line with the strategy proposed in the Second Local Transport Plan the District Transport 
Strategy Vision for South Bucks is: 

“To secure the strategic and local transport infrastructure and services for South Bucks to 
sustainably develop the local economy; and improve accessibility and social inclusion; whilst 
balancing free, safe and efficient movement of people and goods with protection of the 
environment.” 

The Second Local Transport Plan featured 14 policy objectives which sat broadly within and across 
5 themes. These were: 
• Enhancing access 
• Tackling Congestion 
• Improving our environment (including air quality) 
• Improving road safety 
• Managing and maintaining the transport asset 

Working objectives for this South Bucks District Transport Strategy, in line with Central 
Government Objectives, as well as LTP2 objectives, are shown below in table at the end of this 
chapter. The following Local Transport Strategies outline how these objectives will be met in view 
of the particular local situations and the development planned within the LDF Core Strategy.   

Within the context of the expected growth in and linked to South Bucks some of these objectives 
present significant challenges, particularly encouraging modal shift to sustainable transport modes 
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and delivering the transport strategy to a timescale which fits within the planning frameworks for 
the District. 

Whilst LTP3 is currently under development the following table shows the 16 headline policy 
objectives which sit broadly within the 5 DaSTS themes.  It is key to delivery that this Strategy is 
mindful of LTP3 and the processes to develop both documents will feed into the other.   

Table 1: LTP3 Objectives under the 5 DaSTS themes 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

1. REDUCE 
CARBON 

EMISSIONS 

2. SUPPORT 
ECONOMIC 
GROWTH 

3. PROMOTE 
EQUALITY OF 
OPPORTUNITY 

BETTER SAFETY, 
SECURITY AND 

HEALTH 

4. CONTRIBUTE TO 
QUALITY OF LIFE 

& A HEALTHY 
ENVIRONMENT 

5. IMPROVE 

Reduce the need to Maintain or improve Enable Reduce the risk of Protect, improve 
travel the reliability of disadvantaged people death or injury due to and maintain the 

journey times on key to access transport incidents local environment 
local routes employment and collisions 

opportunities 
Increase the Improve connectivity Enable Improve health Enhance 
proportion of people and access to local disadvantaged people through encouraging community 
travelling by low labour markets and to access key goods and enabling cohesion by 
emission modes of key centres and services physically active improving 
transport travel connections 
Reduce carbon Deliver transport Enable Reduce the negative Improve the 
emissions improvements to disadvantaged people impact of poor air journey experience 
associated with support and facilitate to access leisure quality for all transport 
transport sustainable growth opportunities and users 
infrastructure social networks 

Ensure local Reduce crime, fear 
transport networks of crime and anti-
are resistant and social behaviour on 
adaptable to shocks the transport network 
and impacts 

UNDERPINNING GOAL 

6. MANAGING & MAINTAINING THE TRANSPORT ASSET 
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South Bucks District Transport Strategy Objectives 

Objective LTP THEME DaSTS Aims Examples of the type of work this could entail in 
South Bucks 
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Deliver the strategic transport 
infrastructure to support 
sustainable growth 
& minimise growth in 
commuting 

Tackling 
Congestion 

; ; Ensuring new developments are designed to 
encourage use of sustainable modes and can access 
employment and town and village centres by 
sustainable modes wherever possible.  Work with 
SBDC to ensure major new developments are mixed 
use and reduce the need to travel. 

Ease or prevent congestion to 
enable the efficient movement 
of people & goods & support 
economic growth and 
competitiveness 

Tackling 
Congestion 

; ; Encouraging modal shift to reduce traffic growth 
levels. Engineering solutions to resolve congestion 
hotspots and congested routes.  Promote the use of 
Green Travel Plans, for example when new 
development is permitted,  

Reduce the need for and 
length of vehicle trips & 
improve access to 
employment by sustainable 
means 

Tackling 
Congestion 
Enhancing 
Access 

; ; Promote and support technology and work practices 
which permit working from home.  Improve public 
transport and walking and cycling access serving local 
employment centres.  Improve the environment and 
accessibility of town and village centres to encourage 
their use and shorter trips. 

Address local priorities for 
transport improvements, 
including condition of roads & 
pavements, congestion, road 
safety, public transport, 
walking and cycling provision. 

Improving Safety 
Managing and 
Maintaining the 
Transport Asset 
Tackling 
Congestion 
Enhancing 
Access 

; ; ; Improved road, footway and cycleway maintenance.  
Improved provision for sustainable modes, 
encouraging modal shift and traffic management to 
reduce congestion.   

Address the travel needs of 
children & young people, 
including access to 
employment, education & 
leisure 

Enhancing 
Access 

; ; Accessibility audits and improvements to sustainable 
mode provision and access. Promote the use of 
School Travel Plans.  
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Support the travel needs of 
older people, with a focus on 
public transport improvements 

Enhancing 
Access 

; ; Accessibility audits and improvements to public 
transport provision and access.   

Maintain & protect the rural 
environment whilst improving 
access & amenity, supporting 
tourism & the rural economy 

Improving our 
Environment 
Tackling 
Congestion 

; Support the preparation of the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan, to support leisure access.  Reduce 
the impact of Transport on the environment through 
reducing noise and light pollution, and visual intrusion. 
Promote use of flexible public transport schemes such 
as Dial-a-Ride in rural parts of the District. 

Reduce carbon and other 
greenhouse gas emissions 
from Transport in 
Buckinghamshire 

Improving our 
Environment 
Tackling 
Congestion 

; Efforts to promote and encourage modal shift.  Efforts 
to restrain car use among residents of new 
developments. 

Enhance urban areas by 
addressing the impacts of 
traffic & transport on the 
‘street scene’ & the local 
environment 

Improving our 
Environment 
Tackling 
Congestion 

; Reducing street clutter and the impact of traffic levels 
in the most sensitive parts of the built environment. 

Seek to improve local air 
quality, especially in Air 
Quality Management Areas 

Improving our 
Environment 
Tackling 
Congestion 

; ; Rerouting and reducing traffic levels in urban areas. 
Direct new development away from existing sources of 
noise and air pollution, such as motorways.  

Reduce the number of deaths 
& serious injuries on the roads 
of the County 

Improving Safety ; Improving Highway Maintenance.  Engineering 
improvements to the network, education and promotion 
of road safety issues, partnership work to improve 
speed enforcement and management. 

Promote ‘healthy’ travel 
choices for all 
(e.g. walking & cycling) 

Tackling 
Congestion 
Enhancing 
Access 

; ; Marketing and promotions.  Improved provision. Driver 
awareness campaigns.  Safe walking and cycling 
education/training. 

Seek to improve access to 
healthcare facilities 

Enhancing 
Access 

; ; Improved public transport provision to healthcare 
facilities. 

Reduce crime & the fear of 
crime by enhancing 
community safety in the 
management & maintenance 
of the transport network 

Enhancing 
Access 

; Vegetation maintenance to provide adequate lighting 
and sight lines along pedestrian routes. 
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4. South Bucks in Context 

The District of South Bucks is located in the southeast corner of Buckinghamshire and comprises a 
population of approximately 64,0005 people living in 24,700 households. The District is made up of 
four local community areas; Beaconsfield, Gerrards Cross, the Beeches and the Ivers. 

South Bucks lies entirely within the Metropolitan Green Belt and is surrounded by large urban 
areas to the south, west and east.  However, it is characterised by a dispersed settlement pattern, 
with no central urban focus.  Beaconsfield is the largest settlement in the area, with about 4,700 
households. Gerrards Cross, although the third largest settlement in terms of numbers of 
households is the second largest in terms of area. Burnham is the second largest settlement in 
terms of numbers of households, but the third largest in size. Smaller settlements include Denham 
Green, Iver Heath, Iver Village, Farnham Common and Stoke Poges. 

This District has a slightly older than average population and a very broad mix of urban and rurally 
located populations.  

The area includes the M40, M25 and the M4 within its boundaries as well as a number of major A 
and B roads. It also includes two London rail links; Chiltern Rail via Beaconsfield and Gerrards 
Cross and First Great Western via Burnham.  

The most dominant ACORN Groups6 are Wealthy Mature Professionals, Secure Families, Villages 
with Wealthy Commuters, and Flourishing Families, which together total 63% of the population. 
There is a broadly equal mix of the other ACORN Groups within the areas including concentrated 
pockets of hard pressed in the Iver area and settled surburbia or prudent pensioners in the areas 
of Stoke Poges and Dorney. 

According to census figures in 2001 11.1% of households in the area did not own a car or van 
which was 15.7% lower than the England and Wales average of 26.8%. 52.9% of households 
owned 2 or more car or vans which is 23.5% higher than the England and Wales average of 
29.4%. 

5 Bucks CC population projections (estimate for 2009) 

6 (A Classification of Residential Neighbourhoods (ACORN) shows the distinct groups of people that live within 

Buckinghamshire. Bucks ACORN groups place where people live with their underlying characteristics and behaviour to 

create a tool for understanding the different areas throughout Buckinghamshire.) 


15 



 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2007 is a measure of deprivation at the small area level – 
Super Output Area. There are 40 SOAs in the Beaconsfield, Beeches, Ivers and Gerrards Cross 
area. Out of the 40 SOAs 25 fall into the 25% least deprived in England for over all deprivation, 
with 13 of these falling in the least deprived 10% in England.  Only 2 SOAs in South Bucks fall just 
within the lower half of all SOAs in England for overall deprivation, these SOAs are located in the 
Beeches area (Burnham Church Ward and Burnham Lent Rise Ward). 

There are 15 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in South Bucks. The impact of traffic 
(including emissions, noise and vibration) can have a disproportionate effect on the status of 
SSSIs. Burnham Beeches is also a National Nature Reserve (NNR) and is also designated as an 
internationally important Special Area of Conservation (SAC). SAC's are strictly protected sites. 
South Bucks also includes high quality landscapes, including a small part of the Chilterns Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) which lies to the north of Beaconsfield.  

Transport Links 

Parts of the national motorway network pass through South Bucks (the M4, M25 and M40), and 
there is access to them all from within the District.  This however can cause difficulties in terms of 
vehicles using the roads in South Bucks to rat run between motorways or to avoid congestion on 
the motorways. Roads that are prime rat running routes are the A355 from Beaconsfield (where 
there is a M40 junction) to Junction 6 on the M4, via Farnham Common. Vehicles also use the 
A412 from the M25 Junction 1 through Iver Heath towards Slough and the M4. This rat running can 
cause problems of congestion and impact on the condition of rural roads through over use and 
large vehicles using unsuitable roads for their size.  

Within South Bucks the primary east/west non-motorway route is the A40. The A355, A412 and 
A413 comprise South Buck’s main north/south links. A significant network of B,C and unclassified 
roads link these roads together and connect to other lower order settlements in the District. There 
are traffic delays at peak hours where the A355 and the A40 meet at the London End Roundabout, 
to the east of Beaconsfield.   

There is a good access to the rail network within South Bucks. Access to the Great Western Rail 
line (to Bristol and Paddington) can be gained at Iver, and Taplow in the south of the District. 
Stations at Denham, Denham Golf course, Gerrards Cross and Beaconsfield service the north of 
the district, offering access onto the Chiltern Railways line which serves London to the south and 
High Wycombe and onwards to Birmingham to the north.  

It is an aspiration of the County Council to enhance transport links between the north and the south 
of the county, particularly the corridor between the two growth areas of Milton Keynes & Aylesbury 
and the Thames Valley. This may improve connectivity with South Bucks due to prospective 
schemes such as the regional Coachway at High Wycombe. 

Given the semi-rural nature of South Bucks it is difficult to provide frequent and commercially 
viable bus services away from the main inter urban corridors. Beaconsfield is a local transport hub 
and is served by regular links to High Wycombe, Slough, Amersham, and is on the A40 bus route 
that provides links with Gerrards Cross, Heathrow and Uxbridge. Gerrards Cross is also served by 
frequent buses; it is also on the A40 bus route, and also has services to Slough, the Chalfonts and 
Amersham. Burnham has frequent buses into Slough, however there are poor bus links to the 
north of the County. Beyond the main interurban corridors bus provision varies from a few services 
most weekdays to nothing at all in the smaller settlements. For many this leads to a strong 
dependence on car use. There is a Chiltern and South Bucks Dial-a-Ride Service run by a charity 
that provides door to door social transport for people of all ages living within Chiltern or South 
Bucks Districts who are unable to use or even access public transport. 
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South Bucks possesses a significant amount of green space which allows for a significant Public 
Rights of Way Network to be in place. This network is important for local accessibility requirements 
as well as offering recreational opportunities.  

There are limited numbers of off road cycle ways in South Bucks, where they exist they are linked 
to the Slough cycle network. There are on road cycle routes in South Bucks, but again they are 
limited and generally serve the towns.  

The Grand Union Canal runs through the south east of the district. Although now more of a leisure 
asset than an important transport asset, the canal does offer potential for improved recreational 
walking and cycling provision.  

South Bucks District experiences high levels of in and out commuting.  Approximately two thirds of 
the resident workforce (19,000 as at 2001) commute out of the District each day, with a similar 
number commuting into the District. The following tables illustrate to a certain extent the travelling 
patterns of residents in South Bucks. The information was gained from the 2001 census.  

Distance travelled to work: 
South Bucks Buckinghamshire South East England and 

Wales 
Works mainly at 
or from home 

13.1% 11.6% 9.9% 9.2% 

Less than 2km 12.2% 17.8% 20.4% 20.0% 
2km to less than 
5 km 

15.3% 13.6% 17.6% 20.0% 

5km to less than 
10km 

19.5% 14.1% 15.2% 18.2% 

10km to less than 
20km 

16.4% 15.4% 13.7% 15.2% 

20km to less than 
40km 

14.9% 14.4% 10.3% 7.7% 

40km and over 3.3% 7.7% 7.5% 4.9% 
No fixed place of 
work 

4.9% 5.1% 5.1% 4.4% 

Other 0.4% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 
Within the District there is a higher percentage of people who work mainly at or from home 
compared to the average for Buckinghamshire and England and Wales. There is only 3.3% of 
people travelling 40km or over to work which is 4.4% less than the Buckinghamshire average. 

Method of travel to work: 
South Bucks Buckinghamshire South East England and 

Wales 
Driving a car or 
van 

65.0% 63.7% 59.2% 55.2% 

On foot 5.9% 8.4% 9.9% 10.0% 
Works mainly at 
or from home 

13.1% 11.6% 9.9% 9.2% 

Bus minibus or 
coach 

1.5% 2.4% 4.4% 7.4% 

Passenger in a 
car or van 

4.3% 5.0% 5.7% 6.3% 

Train 5.8% 4.4% 5.6% 4.1% 
Underground, 
metro, light rail or 
tram 

1.3% 1.2% 0.2% 3.0% 

Bicycle 1.5% 1.6% 3.1% 2.8% 
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Motorcycle, 
scooter or moped 

0.8% 0.9% 1.1% 1.1% 

Other 0.8% 0.8% 0.9% 1.0% 

The table above shows that the majority of residents in South Bucks travel to work by car. A 
significant proportion of residents in South Bucks work from home.  

Whilst 12.2 % of residents work less than 2km from work only 5.9% get to work by foot. The 
numbers of those cycling to work is small, when 15.9 % live from 2km-5km away from work. 

Road safety 

Description Impaired 
by 
alcohol 

Impaired 
by drugs 

Driver 
using 
mobile 
phone 

Exceeding 
speed 
limit 

Travelling 
too fast 
for 
conditions 

Speed 
relayed 

Disobeyed 
ATS 

Aylesbury 
Vale 

17 2 3 19 35 50 2 

Chiltern 20 1 1 16 23 37 0 
South 
Bucks 

24 2 4 23 34 53 6 

Wycombe 
District 

20 2 1 14 32 42 2 

Recorded contributory factors per 100,000 people in each district (2005-2007) 

The table above demonstrates the recorded contributory factors to collisions per 100,000 of 
population in each district. The collision statistics are shown as per 100,000 as this allows a 
district-to-district comparison. 

Within Buckinghamshire, South Bucks appears at or near to the top of the ranking in each 
contributory factor. Even when compared to the rest of the Thames Valley Districts (as collected by 
the Thames Valley Safer Roads Partnership in September 2008) South Bucks appears at or near 
the top of the ranking in each category. It has the highest number of alcohol related crashes per 
100,000 population, second for mobile phones, and third for exceeding the speed limit. 

5. Issues, Problems and Challenges 

Each area has a varied and diverse range of challenges that it faces to achieve a balance between 
maintaining the character of its places and allowing further development. The County Council’s 
evidence base for the strategy has been drawn from ongoing consultation with stakeholders to 
identify the mix of issues, problems and challenges faced now and as a result of the limited growth 
in the District and the impact of development in other areas that impact on South Bucks. This has 
included: 

•	 An elected Member & Stakeholder annual telephone survey; 
•	 An Annual Transportation Survey by telephone and targeted at the general public through 

the Council’s Residents Panel 
•	 Transport Symposia Events – local stakeholder events held on a district basis, usually 

annually, to share information and solicit feedback on emerging plans or on service delivery 
issues. 

•	 Participation in the National Highways Benchmarking Club’s inaugural nationwide Transport 
Survey, which provides us with robust comparative information on public attitudes to a wide 
range of transport issues, helping to identify areas of relative strength and weakness, and 
driving improvement. 

•	 Transport Matters events – local ‘grassroots’ community engagement methods based 
around local area delivery plans and feedback on local issues. 
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National: 
The location of South Bucks (With the M25, M40 and M4 going through the district, close to 
Heathrow and London, on the GWR line) means that it can be affected by national transport 
projects, in particular ones that are designed to increase London’s connectivity to the West. Whilst 
Buckinghamshire County Council’s power to influence the progress of the following projects may 
be limited, especially due to the upcoming changes to planning law, it will continue to work in 
partnership with South Bucks District Council to protect the interests of residents and businesses in 
South Bucks. Some of the following national projects are still only at the proposal stage and may 
well not progress any further, however it is still worthwhile to register their possibility.  

Crossrail - Crossrail is a project to build a new railway for London and the South East running from 
Maidenhead in the West through Central London into Essex and Kent in the East with a direct link 
to Heathrow. Crossrail preparatory works start in 2009 with major construction commencing in 
2010. The railway will take some eight years to complete. Passenger services are programmed to 
begin in late 2017. South Bucks will be affected due to both Iver and Taplow stations being on the 
Crossrail route. 
High Speed 2 (HS2) – A high speed rail link from London to Birmingham has been proposed by 
government. This would be the second high speed route in the country, hence the name High 
Speed 2. The route, as proposed on 11th March 2010, passes through the north east corner of 
South Bucks and would almost entirely be viaduct at that point.  
Heathrow Hub – The engineering consultancy Arup has proposed that there should be transport 
Hub serving Heathrow that links the Great Western Rail Line to Heathrow (there is currently a lack 
of western rail links to Heathrow). It is feasible that the location of this hub would be in the south 
east part of South Bucks due to the proximity to Heathrow and the Great Western Rail Line. 
3rd Runway at Heathrow – A 3rd runway at Heathrow has already been agreed by Central 
Government. The increase in aircraft that a 3rd runway would result in may have implications for 
carbon emissions and air quality in the South Bucks area. The changes in aircraft flight patterns 
may also have implications for noise emissions.  
Electrification of GWRL – as GWRL passes through South Bucks the process of readying the line 
for electrification may have implications for the infrastructure that goes over the rail line (such as 
bridges). 

Regional 
Growth - As has been demonstrated in a previous chapter, South Bucks is part of the South East 
Region. The South East Plan has designated particular Growth Areas, the nearest of these to 
South Bucks are those at Aylesbury Vale and Milton Keynes. South Bucks is also close to the 
regional hubs at High Wycombe and Slough and is within the Western Corridor & Blackwater 
Valley sub-region. The planned level of new housing and employment development in adjoining 
urban areas may have an effect on South Bucks because of increased amounts of traffic flowing 
through the area.  This will be investigated further with the North/South study.  
Slough International Freight Exchange (SIFE) – There is a proposal for a road/rail freight exchange 
within the Slough Unitary area. However the position of it, sandwiched between the A4 and M4 
next door to the M25 and just north of Colnbrook, is on the doorstep of the south eastern part of 
South Bucks. Although it is envisaged that most HGVs accessing the site will use the A4 (as that is 
where the entrance is located), there is a risk that some HGVs may cut through South Bucks. 

District 
These have been split up into the LTP3 themes to provide a framework for the District’s transport 
issues, problems and challenges. 

Tackling Congestion 
Providing non-car alternatives 
There are particular ‘pinch points’ within the South Bucks District that result in delays for drivers, 
these include the London End roundabout in Beaconsfield, the A355 through Farnham Common 
and the A4 through Burnham. Currently non-car alternatives, particularly in rural communities, are 
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limited. As congestion and road traffic increase issues of pollution, congestion and journey time 
unreliability arise. The provision of further road capacity will not keep up with demand therefore 
non-car alternatives, which help to reduce congestion are vital and their importance will increase, 
particularly for those communities who feel that the car is the only option. 

Minimising the impact of incidents 
As noted earlier South Bucks includes multiple major roads which facilitate national (e.g. M40, 
M25), regional (e.g. A40, A355, A4) and local travel. Even a minor incident, including road works or 
maintenance, on one of these routes can result in multiple issues. These include increased 
congestion, impact on journey times and result in alternative local, possibly inappropriate routes 
being utilised. The volumes of traffic which use these routes also means that many more minor 
routes are inundated, particularly if a major incident occurs. 

In these instances even businesses which do not rely on major routes can be affected and this can 
result in companies and the wider economy losing staff and business hours through unreliable 
journeys. 

As car ownership increases it is probable that congestion may increase further, also putting 
increased pressure on to alternative, generally local routes, as drivers try and find a way to avoid 
the most congested routes. In future years, when incidents occur, these minor roads will already be 
saturated and the effects will be felt further and further from the incident as drivers begin to use 
more diverse diversion routes. 

Improving our environment 
Air Quality and noise pollution 
With major motorways and Heathrow airport being in such close proximity to this area the issues of 
noise pollution and air quality are increasing. Population increase has resulted in people living 
closer to these areas and the effects of increased road and air traffic are detrimentally impacting on 
residents’ health. Whilst this is predominantly a major regional issue this is something with at the 
local level we need to be aware of and deal with appropriately. 

HGV traffic using inappropriate routes 
There are two issues associated with Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) in South Bucks. The first is 
the HGVs accessing industrial estates in the Iver and Richings Park area; The routes that the 
HGVs have to take to access the industrial estates are not suitable to accommodate the high 
volumes of HGV traffic resulting in a negative impact on residents’ quality of life. The second issue 
with HGVs is them using country lanes as an alternative to congested main routes. Whilst the area 
is passed through by major traffic routes many of the interconnecting local routes are not 
appropriate to accommodate high volumes of traffic, or large vehicles. With the advent of sat-nav’s 
and increasing volumes of international driving fleets rural communities are finding once quiet 
country lanes being used as HGV rat runs. Many of these routes are of inappropriate widths and 
are not designed to accommodate such traffic, therefore maintenance and safety issues increase. 

Protecting the Green Belt 
Whilst this area is in very close proximity to Greater London and a number of major conurbations 
its rural environment is vital to its appeal. 87% of the District is covered by the Green Belt. 
Pressures for increased housing, commercial development and transport provision are likely to 
continue to grow over the coming years. However, in order to to retain the rural nature of South 
Bucks it is vital that these areas are safe guarded from inappropriate development. 

Enhancing Access 
Non-car alternatives are poor 
As a result of the varied mix of urban and rural settlements within the area, providing non-car 
transport alternatives can be difficult.  In rural communities the provision of footpaths, pavements 
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or cycle lanes to enable all residents to walk and cycle is unrealistic and yet supporting a rural bus 
service may be uneconomical. 

Urban communities are likely to have a wider selection of non-car alternatives however these do 
not always access the facilities or locations that residents or visitors wish to go to. This is 
particularly true if facilities downsize or amalgamate, relocating away from existing, useful transport 
links, for instance small, local healthcare services may be amalgamated with others to create a 
polyclinic but this polyclinic may be in a location that is less easy to access than the original 
facilities.      

Improving crossings, particularly from rural areas into urban – edge of urban areas 
Due to the diverse mix of settlements in South Bucks, the overlap between urban and rural areas 
can miss vital connections and links. Once in place these could help improve accessibility, 
particularly for rurally based residents. One of these missing connections is the provision of 
pedestrian and cycle crossing points on roads which act as a divide between urban and rural 
areas. 

Whilst many rural communities are reliant on their cars for the majority of journeys this lack of 
provision for alternative transport modes can further exacerbate this situation and reinforce the car 
ethic. 

District and County border area lack consistent messages 
One issue that residents highlighted was that those communities located near the county or district 
borders were receiving mixed or poor messages, either for district or county events and initiatives. 
They also highlighted that some of these schemes were inconsistent between counties and 
therefore measures and messages were being lost. This lack of consistency can leave 
communities on the periphery of the county feeling isolated and ignored, resulting in residents’ 
having a negative perception of their security.  

Improving safety 
Anti-social driving behaviour 
Issues of speeding, inconsiderate parking and inappropriate routes being used all impact on the 
safety and security of both car and non-car road users.  

Speeding on any road is dangerous. However in rural areas, where pavements are not present and 
road widths are limited, the perception of danger for pedestrians and cyclists is increased. Drivers 
of larger, inappropriately sized or weighted vehicles can also increase problems for other road 
users. 

Inconsiderate and dangerous parking throughout the District has been identified as an issue by 
residents, although it is a particular problem at/near the District’s train stations and in Beaconsfield 
Old Town. Inconsiderate parking can at best result in minor annoyances and at worst limit the 
ability of road users to undertake manoeuvres safely on the public highway. This is an issue at 
schools where parents’ parking can not only result in increased congestion on the general road 
network but can also block other drivers’ ability to see small children by parking in inappropriate or 
dangerous locations. 

Unsafe driving behaviour 
As has already been demonstrated, South Bucks has a high number of alcohol related crashes per 
100,000, and also high incidences of mobile phone use and speeding, which can be contributory 
factors in collisions. These are all factors that the drivers have control over (such as whether they 
drink alcohol or not, the speed they drive at and whether they pick up their mobile phone). As such 
it may appear that the message of safe driving is not reaching pockets of South Bucks.  

21 



 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Managing and maintaining the transport asset 
Suitable road maintenance 
Whilst much of the road traffic in the area is focused on major routes such as the motorways and A 
roads as traffic volumes increase lower classed roads are beginning to experience increases in 
their use. This may seem sensible for negotiating peak time traffic congestion however this 
increases the stress on the road network, at points where roads are not designed for this type of 
capacity. 

This results in an increased requirement for road maintenance to either bring roads up to standard 
or repair roads more frequently. Pothole and verge maintenance are two of the biggest issues in 
this area. In the winter this can also result in people using unfamiliar routes not realising that 
maintenance such as gritting will not have occurred as these roads will come second to the main 
road network. 

Improving the street scene 
Currently issues of excessive or poor street-lighting, poor signage and a lack of elements such as 
suitable dropped kerbs are all negatively impacting upon residents and visitors perceptions of the 
area. This has a knock on impact of discouraging or restricting people’s abilities to undertake 
activities which could limit their quality of life. 

6. Local Transport Strategies 

What follows are some provisional transport strategies that outline how Buckinghamshire County 
Council will  be delivering its transport objectives in the principal settlements in South Bucks. 
These local strategies will be developed further as work on both the LDF and the LTP3 continues. 
The actions will be delivered as part of the 3rd Local Transport Plan 3 year rolling Implementation 
Plan. 

Beaconsfield 
Beaconsfield is the largest settlement within South Bucks District. It is a prosperous, attractive 
market town. It consists of three main areas: the Old Town, which is along the A40; the New Town 
centred on the railway; and Holtspur, a post-war residential development on the town’s western 
edge. Beaconsfield has been subjected to more development than other settlements in the District 
in recent years, with such developments spread throughout the town on a number of small scale 
sites. Beaconsfield has a reasonable range of shops, healthcare services, secondary and primary 
schools. 
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The town has good transport services with regular buses to neighbouring towns such as High 
Wycombe, Gerrards Cross and Amersham, and also to transport and employment centres outside 
of Buckinghamshire such as Slough, Uxbridge and Heathrow. These routes also connect different 
parts of Beaconsfield to the centre of town. The M40 provides a primary route to both London and 
High Wycombe. The A40 provides a link, parallel to the M40, towards High Wycombe to the north 
west, and Gerrards Cross to the south east. The A355 links Beaconsfield to Slough in the south 
and Amersham in the north. There are some congestion hotspots on these primary routes as well 
as on some of the intra-urban roads within the town. Beaconsfield is on the Chiltern line between 
High Wycombe and London Marylebone. This service provides frequent and convenient rail links to 
key employment areas. 

There are some public car parking problems in Beaconsfield Old Town and there is also evidence 
of an issue with the availability of parking for rail users in the New Town. 

An area to the East of Beaconsfield, called Wilton Park, was identified in the Core Strategy 
Emerging Approach document as a Strategic Site.  If released by the MOD, this site could provide 
between 300-400 new dwellings as well as other uses.  A new access is likely to be needed into 
the site from the Pyebush roundabout, as the existing access (via the small, London End 
roundabout) is a congestion hotspot. If developed, it will also be important that Wilton Park is 
integrated with Beaconsfield (and, if possible, Seer Green train station), with improved pedestrian, 
cycling and public transport provision.  

It will be necessary to explore options to relieve the overcapacity of the roads to the east of 
Beaconsfield close to the junction of the A40 and A355. In the long term, if traffic flows increase as 
expected, and subject to further work, the delivery of a Beaconsfield relief road may need to be 
considered, perhaps in conjunction with the redevelopment of Wilton Park. 

Central to the transport Strategy for Beaconsfield are the links to Regional Hubs such as Slough 
and High Wycombe, to the key national gateway Heathrow, as well as to London. One main link to 
both High Wycombe and London is the Chiltern Railway line. There are regular bus services 
between Slough and Beaconsfield and High Wycombe and Heathrow. Passenger transport 
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provision in the town and between town, outlying villages and other urban centres will be 
maintained and, where appropriate and viable, improved.  

It is key that the walking and cycling is the town is improved therefore enabling more people to 
access key links (such as the train station) in a sustainable fashion. 

Walking, cycling and other sustainable means of transport will be promoted and travel planning 
techniques used to encourage their take up. 

Actions: 
•	 When development plans are made for Wilton Park include walking, cycling and public 

transport links from the development into the town centre and out to neighbouring centres 
•	 Further investigation of options regarding improving walking and cycling infrastructure and 

information 
•	 Further investigation of parking problems within the Old Town and for rail users in the New 

Town 
•	 Further investigation into easing over capacity issues to the east of Beaconsfield 

Gerrards Cross 
Gerrards Cross is the third largest settlement in South Bucks district in terms of households 
(around 2,950) but the second largest in terms of area. Gerrards Cross has one primary school, a 
reasonable range of community facilities and a number of shops, especially on Packhorse Road. 
The majority of working residents are white collar professionals with high incomes. A high 
proportion of residents use the train to get to work, for instance in Gerrards Cross North 15.7% of 
people travel to work using the train. 

The A40 runs through the centre of Gerrards Cross. The A413, providing access to Amersham and 
Chesham, passes by the north east corner.  The B416 passes north-south through the settlement, 
connecting the shopping centre with Chalfont St Peter and Stoke Poges.  Although Gerrards Cross 
is very close to both the M40 and the M25 there is no direct access to either. Gerrards Cross has a 
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regular train service from its station in the centre of town. It is on the Chiltern rail Birmingham – 
London Marylebone line which also means that it is well connected to both Beaconsfield and High 
Wycombe by rail as they are on the same line.  There are relatively good bus links to Beaconsfield, 
Slough and Heathrow although there are limited bus services to the south of Gerrards Cross.  

There are no strategic sites for large development in Gerrards Cross although there may be small 
pockets of development. The expectation is that any new dwelling being built will be 
accommodated within walking or cycling distance of the train station. Central to providing transport 
services to suit the residents and businesses of Gerrards Cross is providing good links to 
neighbouring hubs such as Slough, Uxbridge, Heathrow and London. As such the level of rail 
service frequencies should be maintained, if not enhanced.  

There are issues with the availability of car parking for users of the railway station.   

Actions: 
•	 Work with Chiltern Rail to provide increased cycle parking and better footbridge lighting at 

Gerrards Cross Station. 

Burnham 
Located in the South West of the district, Burnham is the second largest settlement in terms of 
numbers of households but the third largest in area. It has a reasonable selection of local shops 
but no large food store. Burnham has a good range of schools, health and community facilities. 
There is a strong interrelationship between Burnham and the Slough Urban Area. Residents either 
side of the administrative boundary share local facilities, including areas of public open space, 
schools and other services. 

There are frequent bus services to Slough and Maidenhead from Burnham but bus links to the 
north of the County are poor. There are two nearby train stations which will both benefit from 
enhanced services with Crossrail. However there are some traffic hotspots in the area particularly 
on the A4 between Slough and Maidenhead.  Other than the A4 to the south of the Burnham there 
are not any A roads servicing the town.  

Actions: 
•	 Work with bus operators towards improved bus services to the north of the County 
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•	 Further investigation into easing traffic hotspots on the A4 between Slough and 
Maidenhead. 

Secondary and Tertiary Settlements  

Denham Green – has a generally good range of facilities, with moderate bus services and good rail 
links from Denham Station, which has services between Aylesbury/Wycombe and Marylebone. 
Good road links, with A412 passing through the settlement.  Also has a cycle track which links 
Uxbridge to Rickmansworth. 

Iver Heath – has limited range of shops and services, there is a regular bus connecting Iver Heath 
to Slough and Uxbridge.   

Iver Village – has a reasonable range of facilities, although the High Street is in need of 
regeneration.  Has a regular bus service between Slough and Uxbridge. Nearby train station has 
regular services between Reading and London Paddington. There are problems with HGV and 
other commercial traffic from nearby industrial estates running through the High Street and using 
surrounding country lanes.  Many people have suggested that a relief road is needed to ease these 
problems. The South Bucks Core Strategy aims to reduce the number of HGV movements 
generated by industrial sites in the Iver/Richings Park area, as this appears to offer the most 
realistic and cost effective option. However, should such measures prove unsuccessful, or other 
opportunities arise, Transport for Buckinghamshire would support in principle the provision of a 
relief road (or alternative means of access to the industrial sites), along with complementary traffic 
management measures, whilst making it clear that public funding is unlikely to be available in the 
foreseeable future. 

Stoke Poges – the shopping centre is being redeveloped.  Has a regular bus service that runs 
between Gerrards Cross and Slough.  

Farnham Common–has a good range of local shops and reasonable accessibility by bus to Slough 
and High Wycombe. However, there are high traffic volumes passing through the settlement on the 
A355. Burnham Beeches SAC is situated to its immediate west.  

New Denham and Willowbank – has a very limited range of facilities, but has frequent bus services 
to nearby Uxbridge. 

Denham (south of the village) – has few facilities but is situated along the A40, where there are 
several regular bus services between Gerrards Cross and Uxbridge.  

Richings Park – is a single estate located in the south-eastern corner of the District, with a poor 
range of services. Richings Park has infrequent bus services but Iver Rail Station, which is very 
close by, provides frequent train services from Reading to Paddington, although there are 
problems with commuters parking within Richings Park.  It suffers from problems with HGV traffic 
using industrial estates located between Iver and Richings Park.  

Rural Settlements 
The Emerging Core Strategy identifies thirteen rural settlements to be at the final level of the 
hierarchy: Denham Village, Dorney Reach, Dorney Village, Fulmer, George Green, Hedgerley Hill, 
Higher Denham, Taplow Riverside, Taplow Village, Tatling End, Wexham, Wexham Street, and 
Wood Lane Close. These settlements have between 60-300 households and most have few if any 
facilities. In general, public transport to these villages is poor, especially at weekends. 

The development of a Strategic Network Hierarchy (SNH) and a Freight Strategy for the County 
are proposed to help focus attention on the appropriate routes for all road users. This can then be 
fed into satellite navigation systems and maps, as well as reflected in signage so that traffic uses 
the most appropriate routes and avoids particularly sensitive areas.   
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For rural residents without car use or an attractive public transport provision, the council will look to 
develop and market demand responsive transport provision in South Bucks, and other more 
innovative schemes such as car/taxi sharing schemes.  The Council will also look to explore the 
potential for car clubs which may also offer some benefit if a person is able to drive yet does not 
have access to a vehicle. 

Buckinghamshire County Council will also be developing its Rights of Way network, and it is hoped 
that this will lead to improvements to walking routes, as well as cycling links. 

With regard to safety on rural roads and casualty reduction. Safety measures are a necessary part 
of the casualty reduction process, however in rural areas choosing the appropriate installation or 
scheme can be difficult so as not to negatively impact upon the local environment. A countywide 
speed limit review has been underway since 2003.  Lower limits are being provided for 
communities and also where crash rates/types indicate this to be appropriate.   

Travel plans will continue to be rolled out and developed for travel destinations such as schools 
and businesses. These will encourage people to consider their travel behaviour and take up more 
sustainable travel habits where possible.  For people not covered by these plans, personalised 
travel planning techniques can be used to similarly encourage more sustainable, and sometimes 
healthier travel mode choices.   

7. Monitoring Delivery 

Key to the enduring success of the South Bucks District Transport Strategy is a commitment to 
reviewing its content and monitoring its output frequently. By ensuring that the Strategy and Action 
Plan are up-to-date, and that agreed actions are in place or have been completed, the relevance of 
the Strategy is maintained and its value to rural support organisations, stakeholders and also the 
political process is assured. 

Linking the most relevant National Indicators of The Local Area Agreement (LAA) for 
Buckinghamshire and other corporate indicators with the priority issues as outlined within the 
Strategy’s Action Plan is essential in ensuring that the Strategy is as effective as possible. The 
Strategy provides the Strategic Partnerships with a definitive and accessible summary of the 
priority issues and in doing so the opportunity to strengthen the support communities within South 
Bucks is greatly improved. 

This process is firstly accomplished by highlighting and actioning the aims of each of the strategy 
areas; seen below; before reviewing the objectives and the tools required to measure the 
successful actioning of the aims (see table at the end of this section).  Further work is needed on 
developing appropriate indicators and these will also be reflected in the South Bucks Core Strategy 
when it is submitted for its examination in 2010. 

Targets for the Strategy 

Beaconsfield, Gerrards Cross and Burnham Actions: 
•	 When development plans are made for Wilton Park include walking, cycling and public 

transport links from the development into the town centre and out to neighbouring centres 
•	 Further investigation of options regarding improvement of walking and cycling infrastructure 

and information 
•	 Further investigation of parking problems within Beaconsfield Old Town and for rail users in 

the New Town 
•	 Further investigation into easing over capacity issues to the east of Beaconsfield 
•	 Work with Chiltern Rail to provide increased cycle parking and better footbridge lighting at 

Gerrards Cross Station. 
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•	 Work with bus operators towards improved bus services between Burnham and the north of 
the County 

•	 Further investigation into easing traffic hotspots on the A4 between Slough and 
Maidenhead. 

Other South Bucks Actions: 
•	 Further development and implementation of the Strategic Highway Network and Freight 

Strategy for Buckinghamshire County Council 
•	 Implementation of the speed limit review  
•	 Development of the Rights of Way Network, and National Cycle Network. 
•	 Development of the North-South infrastructure and rail studies to help improve public 

transport links 
•	 Investigation of possible alternatives to current public transport measures, such as the 

implementation of demand responsive transport. 
•	 Work in partnership with South Bucks District Council to consider ways of reducing HGV 

problems in the Iver and Richings Park area.  

Objective Performance Indicators 
Deliver the strategic transport CP4.c6 Households within 800m of 
infrastructure to support bus/train 
sustainable growth 
& minimise growth in commuting 
Ease or prevent congestion to enable the NI167 – Journey time reliability  
efficient 
movement of people & goods & support 
economic growth and competitiveness 

BV100.02 Temp traffic controls/closure 

Reduce the need for and length of vehicle 
trips & improve access to 
employment by sustainable means 

LTP2 Change in area wide road traffic 
mileage 

Address local priorities for transport 
improvements, 
including condition of roads & pavements, 
congestion, road safety, public transport, 
walking and cycling provision. 

Variation on NI168 and NI169 – Condition 
of principle and non principle road network.   
GC2C indicator for maintenance of local 
roads BV187 – Condition of class I and II 
footway 
Speed limit review indicator 
CP08.7c.7 Net improvement in stakeholder 
satisfaction with maint. & env. in each local 
area. 
Implementation of National Cycle Network 
route proposals in the South Bucks. 

Address the travel needs of children & 
young people, 
including access to employment, education 
& leisure 

Variation on NI175 and NI176 – 
accessibility for households in South Bucks 
to services. Variation on NI198 – Mode 
share of journeys to school in SBDC 

Support the travel needs of older people, 
with a focus on 
public transport improvements 

Variation on NI175 and NI176 – 
accessibility for households in South Bucks 
to services 
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Maintain & protect the rural environment 
whilst improving 
access & amenity, supporting tourism & 
the rural economy 

Ex BV178 – length of Rights of Way that 
are easy to use by general public – 

Reduce carbon and other greenhouse gas 
emissions from Transport in 
Buckinghamshire 

 BV102 Local bus passenger journeys / 
year 
 NI177 Local bus passenger journeys 
originating in the authority area 
 CP7.c1 Number of passengers on the 
urban bus network 
 CP7.c2 Number of passengers on the 
inter-urban bus networks 

Enhance urban areas by addressing the 
impacts of traffic & transport on the ‘street 
scene’ & the local environment 

To be developed 

Seek to improve local air quality, 
especially in Air Quality 
Management Areas 

South Bucks DC Air Quality data. 

Reduce the number of deaths & serious 
injuries on the 
roads of the County 

NI47 and NI48 for all and child KSIs broken 
down for South Bucks. 

Promote ‘healthy’ travel choices for all 
(e.g. walking & cycling) 

Variation on NI198 – Mode share of 
journeys to school in SBDC 

Seek to improve access to healthcare 
facilities 

Variation on NI175 and NI176 – 
accessibility for households in South Bucks 
to services 

Reduce crime & the fear of crime by 
enhancing community safety in the 
management & maintenance of the 
transport network 

To be developed 
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