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Statement of Common Ground 

Between 

Natural England (NE) 

And  

City of London (COL) 

And 

Chiltern District Council (CDC)  

South Bucks District Council (SBDC) 

 

13 March 2020 

 

1.       Background and objectives of this Statement of Common Ground  

1.1 Background 

1.2 The duty to cooperate was created in the Localism Act 2011. It places a legal duty on 

local planning authorities, county councils in England and public bodies to engage 

constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis to maximise the effectiveness of 

Local Plan preparation in the context of strategic cross boundary matters. 

1.3 Whilst the duty to cooperate is not a duty to agree, local planning authorities are 

required to make every effort to secure the necessary cooperation on strategic and 

cross boundary matters to support the Local Plan and its examination.  

1.4 This SOCG specifically concerns the Strategic Monitoring and Mitigation Strategy 

(SAMMS) for the Burnham Beeches Special Area of Conservation. It is a written record 

that the CDC/SBDC, NE and COL agree that the SAMMS, attached as Appendix 1 of 

this SoCG, will mitigate the adverse ecological impacts identified in the Local Plan 

evidence base (Habitats Regulations Assessment) associated with recreational 

disturbance at Burnham Beeches Special Area of Conservation.    

 

2. Objectives 

2.1 Chiltern and South Bucks are preparing a joint Local Plan, the Chiltern and South 

Bucks Local Plan 2036, to deliver the most sustainable development solution that 

best meets the needs of both districts. In order to meet the requirements of the duty 

to cooperate, during the preparation of the Local Plan 2036 and its HRA, CDC/SBDC 
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have engaged constructively, actively and on an on-going basis with CoL and NE.  

This Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) is a written record of the key strategic 

matter addressed and the agreement reached. It forms part of the evidence required 

to demonstrate that CD/SBD Councils, CoL and NE have complied with the 

requirements of the duty to co-operate and the HRA.   

3. On-going engagement between CDC/SBDC, CoL and NE  

3.1 This SoCG is in relation to the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) and builds on 

the SoCGs between CD/SBD Councils, CoL and NE, dated 17 January 2020 and 20 

January 2020. All four parties have actively been working together on an on-going 

basis supported by the Councils consultants Lepus.   

4.0 Recreational Disturbance matters 

4.1 As a result of the discussions described above the following matters are agreed 

between CDC/SBDC, CoL and NE. 

Matters of agreement: 

4.2 That CDC/SBDC, CoL and NE are in agreement that the SAMMS attached as Appendix 

1 will mitigate the adverse ecological impacts identified in the Local Plan evidence 

base (Habitats Regulations Assessment) associated with recreational disturbance at 

Burnham Beeches Special Area of Conservation.    

 Matters of disagreement 

4.3 There are no matters of disagreement. 

5. Governance Arrangements 

5.1 Cooperation has taken place at officer level through regular liaison meetings and this 

continuous engagement will continue going forward.   

5.2 The parties for this agreement are committed to on-going dialogue and joint working 

where appropriate. Consequently, the parties will keep this SoCG under review and 

update it as and when necessary with changes requiring agreement signed by all the 

parties. The monitoring process of the SoCG will include consideration of any 

potential consequential effects of other SoCG’s which may be entered into by any of 

the parties. 

6. Timetable for review and ongoing cooperation 

6.1 It is important that this SoCG is kept under review and updated to reflect any key 

milestones achieved in relation to the key stages in the preparation and adoption of 



3 
 

the Local Plans of the signatory parties or any changes in circumstances which the 

parties consider relevant.  

6.2 Potential triggers for review include: –  

 any potential future consultation on CDC/SBDC Local Plan Proposed Main 

Modifications; 

9. Signatories: 

9.1 Cathy Gallagher, Head of Planning and Economic Development, Chiltern and South 

Bucks District Councils 

 Signature:     13/03/2020 

 

9.2 Marc Turner, Senior Planning Adviser, Natural England 

Signature:     13/03/2020 

 

 

9.3 Colin Buttery, Director of Open Spaces, City of London  

Signature:                                    13/03/2020 


