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Statement of Common Ground 

Between 

Natural England (NE) 

And  

City of London (COL) 

And 

Chiltern District Council (CDC)  

South Bucks District Council (SBDC) 

 

17 January 2020 

 

1.       Background and objectives of this Statement of Common Ground  

1.1 Background 

1.2 The duty to cooperate was created in the Localism Act 2011. It places a legal duty on 

local planning authorities, county councils in England and public bodies to engage 

constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis to maximise the effectiveness of 

Local Plan preparation in the context of strategic cross boundary matters. 

1.3 Whilst the duty to cooperate is not a duty to agree, local planning authorities are 

required to make every effort to secure the necessary cooperation on strategic and 

cross boundary matters to support the Local Plan and its examination.  

1.4 This Statement of Common Ground relates to the Habitats Regulations Assessment 

(HRA). 

2. Objectives 

2.1 Chiltern and South Bucks are preparing a joint Local Plan, the Chiltern and South 

Bucks Local Plan 2036, to deliver the most sustainable development solution that 

best meets the needs of both districts. In order to meet the requirements of the duty 

to cooperate, during the preparation of the Local Plan 2036 and its HRA, CDC/SBDC 

have engaged constructively, actively and on an on-going basis with CoL and NE.  

This Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) is a written record of the key strategic 

matters addressed and the agreements reached. It forms part of the evidence 
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required to demonstrate that CD/SBD Councils, CoL and NE have complied with the 

requirements of the duty to co-operate and the HRA.   

3. On-going engagement between CDC/SBDC, CoL and NE  

3.1 This SoCG is in relation to the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) and builds on 

the SoCG between CD/SBD Councils and NE, dated 21 May 2019. It also brings in the 

CoL in relation to the Special Area of Conservation at Burnham Beeches. All four 

parties have actively been working together on an on-going basis supported by the 

Councils consultants Lepus and other contributing recreation, air quality and 

transport consultants.  

4. Recreational HRA matters 

4.1 As a result of the discussions described above the following matters are agreed 

between CDC/SBDC, CoL and NE. 

Matters of Agreement: 

4.2 CDC/SBDC, CoL and NE agree that the HRA has identified a need to mitigate the 

potential increase in recreational disturbance from the Local Plan 2036 to the 

conservation objectives of Burnham Beeches SAC.  

4.3 They also agree that the mitigation and avoidance strategy will include: 

a) Presumption against a net gain of new homes within 500 metres of the SAC; 

b) Provision of Suitable Alternative Greenspace (SANG). The strategic allocation at 

Beaconsfield is required by Local Plan Policy BP9 to incorporate SANG for the 

potential additional recreational disturbance from the new homes; and 

c) Strategic Access Management and Mitigation Strategy (SAMMS). The developer of 

each new home within 500 metres and 5.6 kilometres of the SAC is required to pay 

the Council through a Section 106 agreement (in addition any other Community 

Infrastructure Levy) a financial contribution to support the implementation of 

measures identified in the emerging SAMMS.  

Matters of disagreement 

4.5 There are no matters of disagreement. 

5.0 Atmospheric HRA matters 

5.1 As a result of the discussions described above the following matters are agreed 

between CDC/SBDC, CoL and NE. 

Matters of agreement: 
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5.2 CDC/SBDC, CoL and NE have agreed that additional studies into atmospheric 

pollution are required to determine if any mitigation is required from the Local Plan 

2036 growth. These studies will be reviewed and agreement sought during January 

2020. 

 Matters of disagreement 

5.3 There are no matters of disagreement. 

6. Governance Arrangements 

6.1 Cooperation has taken place at officer level through regular liaison meetings and this 

continuous engagement will continue going forward.   

7.2 The parties for this agreement are committed to on-going dialogue and joint working 

where appropriate. Consequently, the parties will keep this SOCG under review and 

update it as and when necessary with changes requiring agreement signed by all the 

parties. The monitoring process of the SOCG will include consideration of any 

potential consequential effects of other SOCGs which may be entered into by any of 

the parties. 

8. Timetable for review and ongoing cooperation 

8.1 It is important that this SOCG is kept under review and updated to reflect any key 

milestones achieved in relation to the key stages in the preparation and adoption of 

the Local Plans of the signatory parties or any changes in circumstances which the 

parties consider relevant.  

8.2 Potential triggers for review include: –  

 any potential future consultation on CDC/SBDC Local Plan Proposed Main 

Modifications; 

9. Signatories: 

9.1 Steve Bambrick, Acting Chief Executive, Chiltern and South Bucks District Councils 

 Signature: 17/01/2020 
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9.2 Simon Thompson, Senior Planning Adviser, Natural England 

Signature: 17/01/2020 

 

9.3 Colin Buttery, Director of Open Spaces, City of London  

Signature:  17/01/2020 


